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May 31, 2011

Judiciary Committee 
Oregon Senate

Re: Shootings by CHL holders in schools

Dear Chair Prozanski, Senator Whitsett, and Committee Members,

Last Thursday I was asked to substantiate information that Ceasefire Oregon provided at an earlier hearing about gun 
deaths at schools in which the shooter had a concealed handgun license. The primary source for the information is the 
Violence Policy Center, which maintains summaries of verified gun deaths caused by concealed handgun permit holders 
(and by some shooters in states that do not require a permit to carry a concealed handgun) at the following website: http://
www.vpc.org/ccwkillers.htm. The specifics of each incident to which we referred, including citations to the published 
reports supporting them, were provided to the committee at the May 3, 2011, informational hearing and are available in 
Exhibit 4 to that hearing on the Senate Judiciary Committee’s website. (Ceasefire Oregon’s written testimony on guns in 
schools is on pages 5 and 6 of Exhibit 3 to that hearing.)

For the convenience of Senator Whitsett and other members of the committee, the summaries of the three school inci-
dents are repeated below. All of the information is taken directly from the VPC website, but we have confirmed that they 
reflect the published sources cited.

To find the summaries on the VPC website, go to http://www.vpc.org/ccwkillers.htm, then click on “Private Citizens 
Killed by Concealed Carry Killers.” The summaries copied below are found on pages 162, 161, and 51 of that PDF.

Please note that these are deaths only; we are unaware of any list of licensed concealed handgun shootings that do not 
result in death. And there are many more school shooting deaths. In most cases, however, whether the shooter had a 
concealed handgun license is not reported. Because many states have made CHL records secret, the public will never know 
how many killers had concealed handgun licenses. 

Please call on us at any time for verification or further information about testimony provided by Ceasefire Oregon.

Sincerely,

Penny Okamoto      
Executive Director, Ceasefire Oregon   

[Please see page 2.]

1. Shooting at a Head Start preschool parking lot in Utah

Circumstances: On January 29, 2010, 70-year-old Mary Nance Hanson allegedly shot and killed her ex-daughter-in 
law Tetyana Nikitina—a single mother of two, ages seven and nine—as she was leaving the Head Start school where she 
worked. Hanson allegedly fired five shots from her 38-caliber revolver as Nikitina sat behind the wheel of her Dodge Mag-
num. Nikitina was struck in the head and her car rolled into a parked minivan. Nikitina’s fiancee Rod Hernandez was on 
the phone with her when Hanson allegedly fired several shots at Nikitina, stopped to reload, and then fired several more 
rounds. Hanson called 911 from the parking lot and told dispatchers she had shot Nikitina. Hanson, a concealed handgun 
permit holder, was arrested on investigation of murder.
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UPDATE: On August 18, 2010, Hanson pleaded guilty to murder, and in a note to the judge explained, “My physical 
health is deteriorating rapidly, and I do not believe it would be in the best interests of taxpayers or of myself to pursue a 
trial.” In court, Hanson told the judge, “I would like to be sent forthwith to the prison, and I would like to request death 
by lethal injection.” When told her case was not eligible for the death penalty, she responded, “Well, then, I guess I didn’t 
do a good enough job.” Hanson faces a sentence of 15 years to life in prison.

Source: “Killed for custody,” Salt Lake City Weekly, October 6, 2010; “Police say teacher was killed by former mother-in-
law;” Deseret News, January 31, 2010; “70-year-old arrested in fatal shooting,” Salt Lake Tribune, January 30, 2010.

2. Shooting in a college library in Texas

Circumstances: On October 13, 2008, concealed handgun permit holder Alan Godin, 64, shot and killed fellow librarian 
Devin Zimmerman, 37, in the school library of Northeast Lakeview College. According to witnesses, Godin walked into 
the library, approached Zimmerman at the front desk, put on ear protection, and then shot him five times with his pistol. 
He then sat down at a desk, put his head down, and waited for police. Zimmerman had recently been given a full-time 
tenure track position at the library that Godin had desired. At the trial, fellow librarian Robert Vaughn, his “voice

quivering,” described the aftermath of the shooting: “He was gasping for air and he was trying to talk. I was...just trying to 
reassure him. I kept telling him that it was going to be alright, we were going to get through it.” Jurors rejected an insanity 
defense presented by Godin’s attorneys and convicted him of murder. Zimmerman’s widow, who had been pregnant at the 
time of his death, wept as the decision was announced. Godin was convicted of first degree murder and sentenced to 25 
years and a fine of $10,000.

Source: “NLC librarian sentenced 25 years for murder,” www.theranger.org, October 14, 2010; “College librarian is found 
guilty of murder,” San Antonio Express-News, October 13, 2010; “Godin found guilty in shooting death of librarian,” 
www.theranger.org, October 12, 2010; “Defendant claims insanity at library murder trial,” San Antonio Express-News, 
October 7, 2010.

3. Shooting at a middle school in Kentucky

Circumstances: On June 9, 2009, concealed handgun permit holder Brian McGuire, 27, shot and killed fellow Leestown 
Middle School custodian Jose Daniel “Danny” Donato, 38, with a Smith & Wesson 9mm pistol. Donato was shot by 
McGuire 12 times at the school, including in the face, chest, groin, hand, leg, and knee. A total of 15 shell casings were 
found by his body. Tensions between the two janitors were longstanding, including shouting matches and allegations by 
McGuire that Donato had intimidated and threatened him with a pocket knife. On November 9, 2010, after four and half 
hours of deliberation, a jury found McGuire guilty of first-degree manslaughter and unlawful possession of a weapon on 
school property. The jury recommended the maximum sentence for each charge—20 years for manslaughter and five years 
for weapons possession—and that they be served concurrently.

Source: “Fayette schools custodian helper is found guilty of manslaughter,” Lexington Herald-Leader, November 10, 2010; 
“Leestown Middle School custodian’s murder trial begins,” Lexington Herald-Leader, November 2, 2010.
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