
Democrats at Feinstein press conference lie to Americans

Congress and the American people:
Today, Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) pulled out all the stops in holding a press conference to introduce 
her long-anticipated ban on modern rifles and magazines, including universal registration of all gun sales. 
And today, you have been fed lies by the same politicians who have been trying to confiscate guns since at 
least the early 1990’s.

At the conference, Democrats, including Sens. Feinstein, Richard Durban (D-IL), Charles Schumer (D-
NY) and Representative Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) , recycled virtually every cynical distortion used by 
gun ban advocates in their effort to divide and defeat not only Second Amendment supporters, but all 
freedom-loving Americans.

Lies you are being told

“We don’t want your guns”
Durbin and Schumer appealed to hunters and sportsman, saying: “We don’t want to take your guns.” But 
their histories and the history of the gun control movement say otherwise. These cynical manipulators of 
tragedy hope you don’t remember 1994, when passage of the Brady Act, and then the ban on semi-
automatic firearms, was immediately followed by “Brady II,” a draconian gun ban which would have 
given the BATF power to search the homes of law-abiding Americans and would have banned most 
common self-defense handguns and magazines.

In the present proposal, the “one feature” test for semi-automatic firearms could ban even a .22 caliber rifle 
if it has a “thumbhole” stock. More importantly, the arbitrary magazine capacity limit will apply to 
defensive handguns, limiting your ability to protect yourself and your family. 

The legislative history of Sens. Feinstein, Schumer and Durbin is that they will take what they can get,  
and they will not stop in going for the rest. If they pass this ban, more will follow and they will go after 
your hunting rifle or shotgun. These people have been consistent and clear, they want to prohibit law 
abiding citizens from owning any type firearm.

“No right is absolute”
Schumer said these are “reasonable limitations” to your Second Amendment rights because, after all, “no 
right is absolute.” He argued that our First Amendment right to freedom of speech doesn’t allow you to 
yell “Fire!” in a crowded theater. Apparently, however, this Harvard-educated lawyer is unfamiliar with the 
concept of “prior restraint.” Prosecuting someone for wrongly yelling “fire” represents prosecution of 
those who abuse their rights. By contrast, gun control is a restraint on the rights of the law-abiding. If the 
gun control model were applied to freedom of speech, you would be bound and gagged before entering the 
theater on the premise that you might yell “fire.”

“Only the ‘Gun Lobby’ opposes reasonable measures”
As much as those who would restrict your freedoms want you to believe “the NRA” and the “gun 
manufacturers” are the only ones opposing restrictive gun control, understand that the National Coalition 
to Stop the Gun Ban represents a grass roots movement of millions of law-abiding gun owners, the vast 
majority of whom don’t earn a dime from this effort, and take time from jobs and families to fight for your 



civil rights. Ironically, it is the “anti-gun lobby” which actually comprises a small number of well-funded 
gun ban activists and their paid lobbyists.

“You don’t need an AR-15 to go hunting”
Regurgitated by several anti-gun politicians at the press conference, it was most completely expressed by 
Philadelphia Police Chief Charles Ramsey, who pointed to an AR-15 and said, “You can’t go hunting with 
something like that…there would be nothing left to eat.”

But the Second Amendment has nothing to do with hunting. In drafting the Bill of Rights, the Framers 
intended it as the last in a series of checks and balances against abuse of government – perhaps, indeed, the 
sort of abuse President Barack Obama, Vice President Joe Biden, Sen. Feinstein and others are determined 
to thrust on the American people.

“These ‘assault rifles’ are weapons of war”
The guns being targeted by this ban are not “assault rifles,” which are military machine guns virtually 
unavailable to the public since 1934. Yet Schumer and others repeatedly called the guns “assault rifles” in 
order to confuse you about the guns they want to ban which, in reality, differ from common hunting guns 
only by cosmetic features.

“If the magazine ban had been in effect, kids would be alive in Newtown today”
So claimed Sens. Richard Blumenthal and Chris Murphy (both D-CT), in a complete absence of any 
evidence to that effect. Virginia Tech shooter Seung-Hui Cho was reported to carry one hundred 
magazines, and most active shooters carry multiple firearms, making magazine capacity moot. Moreover, 
contrary to claims by gun ban advocates, the rate of violent victimization in schools during the period from 
1994 to 2004, when the last semi-auto ban was in effect, increased by five-fold.

Coalition members reject these lies
The thirty-seven (37) participating organizations of the National Coalition to Stop the Gun Ban, 
representing millions of Second Amendment supporters, reject the lies being told to the American people 
in order to pass the Feinstein ban.

Some will urge you to “compromise.” The Coalition, however, regards “compromise,” as our opposition 
defines it, to be a process in which we lose slightly fewer of our rights than under the original proposal. 
Consequently, any legislation which registers or bans firearms; limits magazine capacity; registers private 
transactions through NICS; or restricts time, place or manner of self-defense is unacceptable.

Members of Congress who support gun owners by opposing all gun control will, in turn, benefit from 
support by Coalition organizations. Members of Congress who support gun control by any means, 
procedural or substantive, will be targeted for defeat by Coalition members. They will be subject to 
picketing, leaflet drops at events in their districts, phone and mail campaigns, and political action 
committee opposition. NRA ratings and endorsements will have no impact on Coalition actions.

Do not believe lies promulgated by politicians who exploit tragedy to further their pre-ordained agenda to 
follow the disarmament path of Britain and Australia. Unlike other countries, the Framers designed our 
Republic to keep Americans free, and freedom means keeping arms in the hands of the people.

Respectfully,
The National Coalition to Stop the Gun Ban
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