


I have enclosed a copy of a letter from the office of 
Legislative Counsel to House Majority Leader Wayne Scott.

As you can see, it is the opinion of Legislative Counsel 
that, in fact, the Port of Portland has no authority to regulate 
the possesion of concealed handguns by holders of Oregon concealed 
handgun licenses.

We received a similar opinion from Legislative Counsel 
concerning the right of the Oregon University System to restrict 
the rights of people in possession of concealed handgun licenses. 
As you know, we are currently funding a lawsuit against the system 
because of their rules concerning licensed handgun possession.

It is our opinion that your ordinance is in violation of 
Oregon law. As you can see, the attorneys who are responsible for 
crafting the language of Oregon law agree.

In an e-mail dated February 19, 2004, Chief Klahn made the 
following statement:

“In light of the Port ordinance language, I suggest that you 
advise your constituents with CHL's not to carry concealed 
handguns into the airport terminal building.”

Obviously, based on the opinion of Legislative Counsel, we 
are unable to recommend to our supporters that they voluntarily 
give up an activity considered legal by the very people who are 
charged with the correct construction of the law in question.

Please advise us as soon as possible whether the Port of 
Portland plans to modify this rule.

Very truly yours,

Kevin Starrett
Executive Director
encl.

cc Chief Phil Klahn


